
 

Organic On-
Farm Trials and Demonstrations Report

Thank you for your participation in our 2017 season of Organic On-Farm Trials 
and Demonstrations. As we begin to wrap up the program we are excited to 
hear your story! Please fill in the final report below and include pictures. Note 
that we will be posting the information from these reports on our website, as a 
way share with other farmers. Please have all reports in by November 30th, 
2017. If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call (Samantha 
Flasha (587) 521 2400). Thank you again! 

1. What was your research question? 
 How and if organic no till can work? What would it look like or what prep needs 
to be done to make no till work, so as to reap the soil building benefits. 

2. Why was this trial or demonstration important to your farm?  I am 
convinced there is a place in organic agriculture for no till farming, this trial is a 
step in that direction, it opened my eyes to the foundation that is required to 
begin and move towards no till, it gave us the ability to try some cover crops and  
see what may or may not work. 

3. How did you set up your trail or demonstration?  We already have a 45 
acre field that has not been tilled since 2014, so that was the starting point, and 
then we did seed a cover crop in another field, 50 acres, that was in Alfalfa 
since 2012. so we kept track of the seed and seeding dates and monitored 
growth, or lack of.  

4. What were some challenges your experienced?  The impact of 
overgrazing and not having sufficient cover, mulch, on the land. Also the ability 
of dandelions to really impact and tie up nitrogen availability and cause the 
intended crop to suffer substantially. 
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5. What did you learn?  We learnt the importance of getting a cover, thick 
cover or mulch, so that it smoothers the weeds and the value of legumes, and 
multi-species covers to give you that cover, the importance of livestock and 
leaving some growth of forages behind to build that cover, or mulch, to feed the 
soil and protect it. Also the value of fall seeded crops against winter annuals. 

6.  What will you do differently on your farm now? 2017 fall we seeded more 
fall crops and plan to under-seed with a legume in the spring, or a companion 
crop, seed some covers in August to use for winter grazing, and soil building to 
give me a greater start in the following spring, we will continue to pursue the 
value of working with no till seeding, cover crops, multi-species cropping and 
fall crop seeding. 

7.  Anything else you would like to share with us? Organic agriculture has 
tremendous value and we will continue to learn and experience the benefits of soil 
health and the value of cover crops and multi-species cropping. We will continue to 
move in this direction and use livestock more in the soil building and nutrient building 
of the soil to improve the soil health. Also want to Thank You for the opportunity to share 
this and the grant we received to pursue and learn! 

Beautiful field of sainfoin.  The only crop( hay) we harvested this year.   
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Alfalfa field that is many years… we used for 
grazing. We direct seeded a cover crop with 
this alfalfa but it was choked out by the 
dandelion and alfalfa.   
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Our small wheat crop on a field that tested 
the best for nitrogen.… We direct seeded 
and the dandelions reduced our yield 
drastically. ..didn’t get a return on our seed.   

One of our dirtier fields that was suppose to 
be a wheat crop 


