
“Basic Certification 101”



¨ A service offered by an independent third-party 
certification body that includes application, inspection, 
and review of your organic farm resulting in approval to 
sell your product as certified organic. 

¨ Many Governments have established standards for 
organic production, processing, and handling. 
¡ Canada ----Canadian Organic Regime (COR) 
¡ U.S.A. ----National Organic Program (NOP)
¡ Europe ---- EU or EC
¡ Japan ---- Japanese Agricultural Standards (JAS) 
¡ Quebec -----CARTV
¡ Switzerland ----Bio-Suisse



¨ Certification to these various organic standards allows 
you to market, label, and sell your product as organic in 
that country.  (ex: If you wish to sell organic wheat to 
Japan, you must be certified to the JAS standards)

¨ A system of verifying by a third party that a product has 
been produced using the recognized standards of a given 
country for organic status.



¨ If you intend to market, label, sell, or otherwise represent 
product as organic for inter-provincial sale or export, then 
yes. 

¨ If you make a claim of organic products and sell it 
provincially it does not require certification but you must 
follow the rules of certification or be subject to penalty.   
This would mean that all production must follow COR 
standards to make a claim of “organic”.



¨ If no prohibited substances were applied for 36 months 
prior to the first organic harvest the product should be 
certifiable.  Allowed and prohibited substances are listed 
within the standards.
¡ If prohibited substances or practices have been applied/used 

then a transition period is needed during which a farm should be 
inspected in anticipation of certification. 

¡ If the land was managed by someone else during the last 36 
months and no prohibited substances were applied, no transition 
period is required with the submission of a Signed document 
listing the Prior Land Use.  (see an example on the following page)

¡ Keep in mind that time varies according to program and type of 
product ie, annual, perennial, wild crafted etc.





¨ Distinct boundaries, buffer zones, and runoff diversions to 
prevent contamination by a prohibited substance applied 
to adjoining conventional land. 

¨ Buffer zones can be planted to crop and managed 
organically, but must be sold as conventional and should 
be of a different crop than is being certified or be visually 
distinguishable.

¨ Standards do not specify a width, but 25-30 feet is 
generally sufficient for certification bodies.



An area located between a certified production operation and an adjacent 
land area that is not maintained under organic management. A buffer zone 
must be of sufficient size or have other features (e.g. windbreaks, diversion 

ditch) to prevent the possibility of unintended contact on the crop or 
livestock by prohibited substances applied to adjacent land areas.



¨ Practice soil fertility and crop nutrient management

¡ Use tillage and cultivation to maintain or improve the physical, 
chemical, and biological condition of the soil as well as to 
minimize soil erosion.

¡ Manage crop nutrients and soil fertility through crop rotations, 
cover crops, and the application of animal materials as directed 
in the relative standards.



¨ Use organic seeds and planting stock unless the variety, 
quantity and quality is not available.

¡ Non-organically produced seeds may be used to produce an 
organic crop if a seed search for organically produced seed has 
been conducted and documented and organic seed is not 
available for the reasons listed above. 

¡ If you plan to use seed for cultivars that may be produced as a 
GMO, and if the seed is not certified organic, you must submit a 
Non-GMO Affidavit. 





Non-GMO Affidavit



¨ Practice crop rotation
¡ Includes sod, cover crops, green manure crops, legume crops 

that:
ú Maintain or improve soil organic matter content
ú Provide pest management in annual and perennial crops
ú Provide weed control
ú Manage deficient or excess plant nutrients
ú Provide erosion control



¨ If antibiotics or other prohibitive substances are used on 
livestock, the animals are marked and removed from 
organic production

¨ Sources of water are free of contaminants if they are used 
in irrigation of crops or in processing. 



1. Become familiar with the standards for which you are applying as 
there are some slightly different standards depending on the 

program used. 



2. Complete the Application/Organic System Plan



¨ An overview of your farm operation
¨ Note sections of the Organic System Plan that ask for 

additional information:
¡ Field maps
¡ Field history sheets
¡ Seed labels
¡ Prior Land Use Affidavit (if needed)
¡ Non-GMO Affidavits (if needed)
¡ Dates and rates of inputs
¡ Equipment, transportation and storage clean-down logs
¡ Storage



3. Submit the completed Organic System Plan and any 
supplemental documentation to your certifying body.

4. Your certifying body will schedule an inspection of your 
farm.  An approved inspector will visit your farm, conduct 
an inspection, and submit an Inspection Report back to 
the certification body. 

5. A final review is conducted and a decision is made on your 
certification status. 

6.  You are notified of your status and will receive a certificate 
of certification.



¨ Yes, you are required to renew your application each year 
and be inspected every year to maintain your continuous 
organic certification in good standing. 

¨ Renewal of Certification is maintained therefore on an 
annual basis and only those crops you are certified for in 
that year may be sold as certified and only to those 
programs requested and approved by the certification 
agency.  (notwithstanding some accreditors require annual certification)

¨ Certification is discontinued upon surrender, suspension, 
or if it is revoked for reasons of noncompliance. 



¨ Certification costs vary according to the agency chosen.  
For some there is a flat fee, for others an acreage/animal 
fee, for others an additional fee is charged for service 
when a sale is completed.

¨ Be aware also that there are varying levels of service 
associated with different agencies.  Some offer help with 
your forms, mentoring by experienced growers, Crop 
Improvement workshops and field days while others do 
not.  


